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post mao market reforms in china have led to a massive migration of rural
peasants toward the cities denied urban residency this floating population
provides labour but loses out on government benefits this study challenges the
notion that markets promote rights and legal equality

as china is increasingly integrated into the processes of economic political social
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and cultural globalization important questions arise about how chinese people
perceive and evaluate such processes at the same time international
communication scholars have long been interested in how local national and
transnational media communications shape people s attitudes and values
combining these two concerns this book examines a range of questions pertinent
to public opinion toward globalization in urban china to what degree are the
urban residents in china exposed to the influences from the outside world how
many transnational social connections does a typical urban chinese citizen have
how often do they consume foreign media to what extent are they aware of the
notion of globalization and what do they think about it do they believe that
globalization is beneficial to china to the city where they live and to them
personally how do people s social connections and communication activities
shape their views toward globalization and the outside world this book tackles
these and other questions systematically by analyzing a four city comparative
survey of urban chinese residents demonstrating the complexities of public
opinion in china media consumption does relate though by no means
straightforwardly to people s attitudes and beliefs and this book provides much
needed information and insights about chinese public opinion on globalization it
also develops fresh conceptual and empirical insights on issues such as public
opinion toward us china relations chinese people s nationalistic sentiments and
approaches to analyze attitudes toward globalization

this book aims to make sense of the recent reform of neighbourhood institutions
in urban china it builds on the observation that the late 1990s saw a comeback of
the state in urban china after the increased economization of life in the 1980s had
initially forced it to withdraw based on several months of fieldwork in locations
ranging from poor and dilapidated neighbourhoods in shenyang city to middle
class gated communities in shenzhen the authors analyze recent attempts by the
central government to enhance stability in china s increasingly volatile cities in
particular they argue that the central government has begun to restructure urban
neighbourhoods and has encouraged residents to govern themselves by means of
democratic procedures heberer and gdbel also contend that whilst on the one
hand the central government has managed to bring the party state back into
urban society especially by tapping into a range of social groups that depend on it
it has not however managed to establish a broad base for participation in testing
this hypothesis the book examines the rationales strategies and impacts of this
comeback by systematically analyzing how the reorganization of neighbourhood
committees was actually conducted and find that opportunities for participation
were far more limited than initially promised the book will be of interest to
students and scholars of chinese studies development studies urban studies and
asian studies in general
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this book aims to provide a scholarly account of recent understandings and
reflections on some of the prevalent and emerging issues in urban and regional
china such as urbanization inequality hukou household registration reforms labor
relations not in my backyard protests and environmental governance presenting
rich data analysis and case studies these book chapters together utilize
multidisciplinary approaches and contribute to the empirical and theoretical
literature in development studies

using an innovative approach this book interprets the unprecedented
transformation of contemporary china s major cities it deals with a diversity of
trends and analyzes their sources offers a multi dimensional analysis of urban life
in china highlights a diversity of trends in the areas of migration criminal
victimization gated communities and the status of women suburbanization and
neighbourhood associations each chapter includes input from both an expert on
urban life in china and an outside expert from the fields of sociology geography
economics planning political science history demography architecture or
anthropology an alternative theoretical perspective comparing the chinese
experience with other urban settings in the united states poland russia viethnam
east and south east asia and south america

given china s rapid economic growth and massive urbanization no one in the
world can ignore what is happening in urban china this book is a critical review of
existing urban china research which is found wanting due to the decontextualized
use of theories and concepts developed in the west urban china reframed a critical
appreciation consists of epistemological theoretical and methodological
contributions to remedy these limitations by focusing on a number of relevant
topics first models are widely employed in any study and china nowadays has
invoked models like city system zones and global city in socio economic
development how to interpret them in terms of knowledge production in a strong
party state second given the global prevalence of neoliberalism it is an important
debate whether neoliberalism is applicable to china third what is urban ideology in
china how to contextualize it are debates about the differentiation between the
city and urbanization relevant to china fourth massive rural urban migration in
china has taken place within its mega rural urban dual system an institution that
has persisted since the 1950s how does it manifest nowadays fifth has the town
country divide in china like in the west disappeared if not how can one interpret
china s town country relations within the politics and administration of the chinese
state sixth how to decipher the territorial development in the pearl river delta the
world s factory under the auspices of the state the collection of essays in this
volume contributes to the theoretical understanding of urban china the chapters
in this book were originally published in the eurasian geography and economics
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based on in depth ethnographic research using an approach that seeks to
understand how migration is experienced by the migrants themselves a first hand
account of the experiences of women in rural china who joined the vast migration
to beijing and other cities at the end of the twentieth century

neighbourhood governance is a multifaceted concept that cuts across academic
disciplines and intersects an array of policy areas therefore this book will find a
wide audience amongst public and social policy academics particularly those with
an inter

giulio verdini phd in economics urban and regional development from the
university of ferrara is associate professor in urban planning and design and co
director of the research institute of urbanisation at xian jiaotong liverpool
university people s republic of china dr yiwen wang phd in architecture from the
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liverpool university people s republic of china dr xiaonan zhang phd in urban
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has the current political system in the people s republic of china lost its legitimacy
in the eyes of the chinese public on the basis of three carefully drawn surveys of
beijing residents between 1995 and 1999 the author finds that diffuse support for
the current political system based on attitudes toward institutions and values
remains strong at least among city dwellers though it is gradually declining
specific support for current political authorities as measured by evaluations of their
performance in major policy domains is much weaker with many citizens
evaluating the authorities performance as mediocre in analyzing the longitudinal
data presented here the author finds that the same set of key sociodemographic
attributes and sociopolitical orientations variably influence citizens attitudes
toward the political system and their evaluations of leaders performance further
the study shows that citizens attitudes toward the system on the one hand and
their evaluation of incumbents performance on the other have different impacts
on forms of political participation such as voting and contacting authorities

this book presents a systematic study of social stratification processes in urban
china from 1949 to 1994 based on the life histories of a sample of urban residents
from 20 chinese cities this book addresses two themes 1 the interplay between
redistribution and social stratification under state socialism in urban china
especially the impact of the state and state policies on individual life chances in
such areas as education labor force participation promotion in organizations and
the distribution of manifest and latent economic benefits 2 an assessment of
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sources and extent of china s economic transformation since the 1980s the author
blends sociological analysis and sensitivity to the historical context in interpreting
changes and continuity in the 45 year history of state socialist china this is a
comprehensive and rigorous study of social stratification in china

this book discusses one of the most noticeable and significant transformations in
china over the past three decades is the rapid and massive urbanization of the
country which has brought shifts in political culture of chinese urbanites this book
is a systematic and empirical study of political culture in urban china the book
covers various aspects of political culture such as political regime support political
interest democratic values political trust and environmental attitudes and sub
political culture of chinese urban christians this book will be of immense value to
urban scholars sinologists and those wishing to get a closer look at the issues that
affect the political future of a rising world power

this book examines the condition of being a young person in china and the way in
which changes in various dimensions of urban life have affected chinese youths
guests to understand themselves the author examines social factors such as
changes in the physical construction of urban neighbourhoods changes in family
life including reduced family size increasing rates of divorce and increased physical
mobility of the family unit school life and mounting pressure to perform well in
examinations and be a good student access to foreign and domestic media as well
as access to the internet drawing on the fields of social and cultural anthropology
alex cockain shows that the process of self understanding in a changing spatial
social and cultural world involves ongoing disjointed efforts to achieve a sense of
security and belonging on the one hand and a degree of increased autonomy in
their relationships with for example parents and teachers on the other this book
will appeal to anyone interested in chinese society social and cultural
anthropology asian anthropology and youth studies

after millions of migrants moved from china s countryside into its sprawling cities
a unique kind of informal urban enclave was born villages in the city like the
shanties and favelas before them elsewhere there has been huge pressure to
redevelop these blemishes to the urban face of china s economic vision unlike
most developing countries however these are not squatter settlements but owner
occupied settlements developed semi formally by ex farmers turned small
developers and landlords who rent shockingly high density rooms to rural
migrants who can outnumber their landlord villagers a strong state matched with
well organised landlords collectively represented through joint stock companies
has meant that it has been relatively easy to grow the city through demolition of
these soft migrant enclaves the lives of the displaced migrants then enter a
transient phase from an informal to a formal urbanity this book looks at migrants
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and their enclave villages in the city and reveals the characteristics and changes in
migrants livelihoods and living places using an interdisciplinary approach the book
analyses how living in the city transforms and changes rural migrant households
and explores the social lives and micro economies of migrant neighbourhoods it
goes on to discuss changing housing and social conditions and spatial changes in
the urban villages of major chinese cities as well as looking into transient urbanism
and examining the consequences of redevelopment and upgrading of the villages
in the city in particular the planning regeneration politics of development and
socio economic implications of these immense social economic and physical
upheavals

chinese residential commmunities are places of intense governing and an arena of
active political engagement between state and society in the government next
door luigi tomba investigates how the goals of a government consolidated in a
distant authority materialize in citizens everyday lives chinese neighborhoods
reveal much about the changing nature of governing practices in the country
government action is driven by the need to preserve social and political stability
but such priorities must adapt to the progressive privatization of urban residential
space and an increasingly complex set of societal forces tomba s vivid
ethnographic accounts of neighborhood life and politics in beijing shenyang and
chengdu depict how such local translation of government priorities takes place
tomba reveals how different clusters of residential space are governed more or less
intensely depending on the residents social status how disgruntled communities
with high unemployment are still managed with the pastoral strategies typical of
the socialist tradition while high income neighbors are allowed greater autonomy
in exchange for a greater concern for social order conflicts are contained by the
gated structures of the neighborhoods to prevent systemic challenges to the
government and middle class lifestyles have become exemplars of a new
responsible form of citizenship at times of conflict and in daily interactions the
penetration of the state discourse about social stability becomes clear

this book covers social inequalities in chinese cities and provides comparative
perspectives on inequality and social polarization neoliberalization and the poor
the change of property rights rural to urban migration and migrants enclaves
deprivation and residential segregation state social security and reemployment
training programs

leisure and power in urban china is the first comprehensive study of leisure
activities in a medium size chinese city hitherto studies of chinese leisure have
focused on holidays festivals and tourism this however is a study of the kinds of
leisure that take place on regular workdays in a local environment of quanzhou
city in doing so leisure and power introduces leisure studies to china studies and
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data from china to the field of leisure studies based on interviews with people from
all walks of life and case studies from bookshops internet bars karaoke parlours
streets and public squares rolandsen brings to attention the importance of fun
and socializing in the lives of chinese urbanites central to the study is the contrast
between popular practices and official discourse rolandsen provides in depth
analyses of the moralist prc leisure ethic so characteristic of official chinese
publications and news media using examples from everyday life as a contrast this
study demonstrates that official propaganda has but little influence on how
chinese individuals lead their lives taking leisure as a point of departure this book
describes the new kinds of interaction between the local party state and the
population it seeks to govern this book will be of interest to students and scholars
of chinese studies leisure studies urban studies and asian studies in general

using life history information of a national sample of urban chinese residents this
book examines how shifting state policies and political processes led to drastic
fluctuations of opportunities in education attainment employment promotions
and economic benefits over a 45 year history the author addresses issues about
the evolution of state socialism in china and the sources and extent of
fundamental changes over the last two decades to demonstrate how the socialist
state s policies affected everyday life in urban china
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