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the lives of the six principal characters encountered in this volume five women and one
man collectively extend from the mid nineteenth to the mid twentieth century what is most
revealing is the evidence of consciousness and changing circumstances in the decades
before world war i as these people went from slavery to some sort of freedom this
alternation was not necessarily by a formal act of emancipation but all the focus characters
finally belonged to or were sheltered in a christian community with a strong antislavery
ideology and the capacity to provide a base for social reconstruction page 4 of cover

the particular experience of enslaved women across different cultures and many different
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eras is the focus of this work

this singular reference provides an authoritative account of the daily lives of enslaved
women in the united states from colonial times to emancipation following the civil war
through essays photos and primary source documents the female experience is explored
and women are depicted as central rather than marginal figures in history slavery in the
history of the united states continues to loom large in our national consciousness and the
role of women in this dark chapter of the american past is largely under examined this is
the first encyclopedia to focus on the daily experiences and roles of female slaves in the
united states from colonial times to official abolition provided by the 13th amendment to
the constitution in 1865 enslaved women in america an encyclopedia contains 100 entries
written by a range of experts and covering all aspects of daily life topics include culture
family health labor resistance and violence arranged alphabetically by entry this unique
look at history features life histories of lesser known african american women including
harriet robinson scott the wife of dred scott as well as more notable figures

in this innovative study marietta morrissey reframes the debate over slavery in the new
world by focusing on the experiences of slave women rich in detail and rigorously
comparative her work illuminates the exploitation achievements and resilience of slave
women in the british dutch french spanish and danish colonies in the caribbean from 1600
through the mid 1800s morrissey examines a wide spectrum of experience among
caribbean slave women including their work at home in the fields and as domestics their
roles as wives and mothers their health sexuality and fertility and their decline in status
with the advent of industrialization and the abolition of slavery life for these women
morrissey shows was much more hazardous brutal and fragmented than it was for their
counterparts in the american south these women were in a constant dynamic struggle with
men both masters and fellow slaves over the foundations of their social experience this
experience was defined both by their status as slaves and by gender inequality on the one
hand their slave status gradually robbed them of their domain the household economy and
created a kind of perverse equality in which slave women like slave men became units of
agricultural labor one the other hand slave women were denied the access that slave men
eventually gained to skilled agricultural work the result of this gender inequality as
morrissey convincingly demonstrates was a further erosion of the status and authority of
slave women within their own culture morrissey s study which addresses significant issues
in women s history and black history will go far toward reshaping our perceptions of slave
life in the new world

the story of the enslaved west indian women in the struggle for freedom the forgotten
history of women slaves and their struggle for liberation enslaved west indian women had
few opportunities to record their stories for posterity in this riveting work of historical
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reclamation stella dadzie recovers the lives of women who played a vital role in developing
a culture of slave resistance across the caribbean dadzie follows a savage trail from elmina
castle in ghana and the horrors of the middle passage as slaves were transported across
the atlantic to the sugar plantations of jamaica and beyond she reveals women who were
central to slave rebellions and liberation there are african queens such as amina who led a
20 000 strong army there is mary prince sold at twelve years old never to see her sisters or
mother again asante nanny the maroon the legendary obeah sorceress who guided the
rebel forces in the blue mountains during the first maroon war whether responding to the
horrendous conditions of plantation life the sadistic vagaries of their captors or the peculiar
burdens of their sex their collective sanity relied on a highly subversive adaptation of the
values and cultures they smuggled from their lost homes by sustaining or adapting
remembered cultural practices they ensured that the lives of chattel slaves retained both
meaning and purpose a kick in the belly makes clear that subtle acts of insubordination
and conscious acts of rebellion came to undermine the very fabric of west indian slavery

drawing from interviews with former slaves in the 1930s these are firsthand accounts from
the perspective of enslaved women

a collection of first person accounts in which five african american women recount their
experiences as slaves in pre civil war america

six narrations by slave women about their lives during and after their years in bondage
honoring the nobility and strength of african american women of that era

one of those rare books that quickly became the standard work in its field anne firor scott
duke university living with the dual burdens of racism and sexism slave women in the
plantation south assumed roles within the family and community that contrasted sharply
with traditional female roles in the larger american society this revised edition of arntia
woman reviews and updates the scholarship on slave women and the slave family
exploring new ways of understanding the intersection of race and gender and comparing
the myths that stereotyped female slaves with the realities of their lives above all this
groundbreaking study shows us how black women experienced freedom in the
reconstruction south their heroic struggle to gain their rights hold their families together
resist economic and sexual oppression and maintain their sense of womanhood against all
odds winner of the letitia woods brown memorial book prize awarded by the association of
black women historians

gender was a decisive force in slave society slave men s experiences differed from those of
slave women who were exploited in both reproductive and productive capacities they did
not figure prominently in revolts because they engaged in less confrontational methods of
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resistance emphasizing creative struggle to survive dehumanization and abuse

david barry gaspar and darlene clark hine s beyond bondage outlines the restricted
spheres within which free women of color by virtue of gender and racial restrictions were
forced to carve out their existences although their freedom represented by the acquisition
of property respectability and opportunity always remained precarious the collection
supports the surprising conclusion that women of color often sought and obtained these
advantages more successfully than their male counterparts

as patricia morton notes in her historiographical introduction discovering the women in
slavery continues the advances made especially over the last decade in understanding how
women experienced slavery and shaped slavery history in addition the collection
illuminates some emancipating new perspectives and methodologies throughout the
contributors pay close attention over time and place to variations differences and diversity
regarding issues of gender and sex race and ethnicity and class they draw on such
qualitative sources as letters novels oral histories court records and local histories as well
as quantitative sources like census data and parish records

this book analyzes textual representations of jamaican slave women in three contexts
motherhood intimate relationships and work in both pro and antislavery writings altink
examines how british abolitionists and pro slavery activists represented the slave women
to their audiences and explains not only the purposes that these representations served
but also their effects on slave women s lives

winner of the los angeles times book prize in history a bold and searing investigation into
the role of white women in the american slave economy compelling renee graham boston
globe stunning rebecca onion slate makes a vital contribution to our understanding of our
past and present parul sehgal new york times bridging women s history the history of the
south and african american history this book makes a bold argument about the role of
white women in american slavery historian stephanie e jones rogers draws on a variety of
sources to show that slave owning women were sophisticated economic actors who directly
engaged in and benefited from the south s slave market because women typically inherited
more slaves than land enslaved people were often their primary source of wealth not only
did white women often refuse to cede ownership of their slaves to their husbands they
employed management techniques that were as effective and brutal as those used by
slave owning men white women actively participated in the slave market profited from it
and used it for economic and social empowerment by examining the economically
entangled lives of enslaved people and slave owning women jones rogers presents a
narrative that forces us to rethink the economics and social conventions of slaveholding
america
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includes a comparative study of brazil and the antebellum south

when black women were brought from africa to the new world as slave laborers their value
was determined by their ability to work as well as their potential to bear children who by
law would become the enslaved property of the mother s master in laboring women
reproduction and gender in new world slavery jennifer | morgan examines for the first time
how african women s labor in both senses became intertwined in the english colonies
beginning with the ideological foundations of racial slavery in early modern europe laboring
women traverses the atlantic exploring the social and cultural lives of women in west africa
slaveowners expectations for reproductive labor and women s lives as workers and
mothers under colonial slavery challenging conventional wisdom morgan reveals how
expectations regarding gender and reproduction were central to racial ideologies the
organization of slave labor and the nature of slave community and resistance taking into
consideration the heritage of africans prior to enslavement and the cultural logic of values
and practices recreated under the duress of slavery she examines how women s gender
identity was defined by their shared experiences as agricultural laborers and mothers and
shows how given these distinctions their situation differed considerably from that of
enslaved men telling her story through the arc of african women s actual lives from west
africa to the experience of the middle passage to life on the plantations she offers a
thoughtful look at the ways women s reproductive experience shaped their roles in
communities and helped them resist some of the more egregious effects of slave life
presenting a highly original theoretically grounded view of reproduction and labor as the
twin pillars of female exploitation in slavery laboring women is a distinctive contribution to
the literature of slavery and the history of women

in this text the author sets forth and then evaulates the images of slave women
accumulated in published sources and folklore
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